The effect of bezafibrate and clofibrate on cholesterol ester metabolism in rabbit peritoneal macrophages stimulated with acetylated low density lipoproteins.
Bezafibrate and clofibrate reduce the quantity of esterified cholesterol, decrease the incorporation of 14C-labeled oleic acid into cholesterol ester and inhibit acyl coenzyme A cholesterol acyltransferase activity in rabbit peritoneal macrophages stimulated with acetylated low density lipoprotein. In all cases, the effect of bezafibrate was more marked than that of clofibrate. The activity of lysosomal cholesterol ester hydrolase in these cells was not affected by these drugs. It is suggested that these drugs exert an anti-atherogenic activity not only by their action on serum lipids, but by influencing cellular cholesterol ester metabolism.